Edén{on, Naorth Caroiina IS

‘perhaps best known for its -

historical significance; but thanks
o an Inspired principal and
her passian forNa :
Certifigation, the-
making its mark.in: educatlaﬂ
leaders!ﬁp B :

Locateef tra Dne of the atate s
‘poprast greas, D.F, Walker
Elemeritary Schﬂﬂ! is part.of &
edrmmunity in Which few parents
are highly educated and, until-

" recently, children struggled fo
performat grade level. Only 2%

- percent of kindergaerteners were
considered “kindergarten ready,”
andthe schoolranked near the
‘Bottorn of state reading scores for

ihirﬁ graders

ATitle:f schcolin which 65 percent
of Studénts recelve free and
- réduced-price meals, Walker was
oh the verde of being designated
as.a school improvement site
by the staté when Sheila Evaris -
arrived as principal in 2002. She.
voWwed to change the school’s
cullure trough the Five Core
Propositions of the National
Board for meessmnaf Teaching
Stanca‘ards : .

A strong core

As a teacher, Evans achieved
‘National Board Cerlification in
1999, And though she (eft the
classroom to become a principal,
her enthiusiase for the program
remained strong — particularly
her passion for the Five Core
Propositions.

National Board for Professional Teaching Standards. -
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_ 'shaw that you are Boarﬁ Bemﬂed._. o
: F o and od,”
* students, ancto lmowing'a'nd' < aTE g e ‘“b‘fca'?ﬂ_ _

' tsaching cursubjects' S

: Eeachem: féflecton practice {hrough

each teather In the classroom, and ) pnnclpal b ui became oe r{tfi éd_

" lagion, s welk 48 what they womd

- by- -student data fo assess: each

- Evans hajped her slafffom‘i

- nbpis

Nations! Baard for
Pmi‘asmai Teacting Stamfards

:progrﬂm ; _
c fﬂxeepmemhunmug.". :

her expee‘:{atnen's ...ear _
L “I'stood: up in froni nf facufty and

forrhial observations. She or Rer
assistant Vice prmcitaal observed

Ieave the classreém:{a bece ' é '

askad.them to write_ about.what

mcsnllve

“| did if becau&‘.e i wanted totalk lhe :

The Walker facuﬂy also embraced talk and walk the walk," she said;

the cancap'l of uging studant-

da dlﬁerenﬂy._ o

At the tlme Narm Camilna -pa%d
~the fee for ieache:s fo ; :

- National Board certified. And while
teachers are now doffered & loan:
process instead, the state has.
always been a national léader
I supporting National aearti :

. Gertlﬁcatmn

student'’s performanca a]nm:; the
cemtrwum :

professional iearning communities,
establishing Harizontal teams by.‘
grade level as well as vertical

teams across gradelovelsand g a result, Walker teachers wers
- disciplines. Both types of teams - being encouraged atseveral
riet vieeidy: : levels — by their princ their

- fellow teachers, by theirdistfict
~and by thestate ~ to undertake the
certification process. Or as Evans
putsit, “to keep the fire bidrming.”

Within the vertical teams was a
National Board team made up

of teachers-wha-were: earning

or renewing their certification, or
participating in NBPTS' Take One! Coritintied on back...
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o CQntaglous sumegg '_pmc@ andbenchmarksduﬂng . day -t day oparatlons thatienuld
o Evang' il wére making & difference in
' i "!'sha Sajd :

E Sheda :Evans spem Dver nme years :

- NBP‘[’S Standards Is unwavenag
- The prmmpal :atitne rmdd]e schooi '

and Evans heréeff recently
. completad the NBPTS field testfor S

f -}'“'l see at'lanal Boa"r'd a8 fﬁe;jbes’t;_ -

- staff development that anyone
an go through,” she'said. “lam-
inifely a cheerieade Tur Na!mnai -
ard Certlﬂcaﬁon : .




